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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION. 


EXA NIN ZD. 


"THE firſt article, or propoſition, of the Weſt- 


minſter Confeſſion is this, Although the 


« light of nature, and the works of creation and 


* providence, do ſo far manifeſt the goodneſs, 
« wiſdom, and power of God, as to leave men 
« inexcuſable; yet they are not ſufficient to give 
e that knowledge of God, and of his will, which 
eis neceflary unto ſalvation.” 


HERE are two propoſitions. The firſt propo- 
ſition is, © The light of nature, and the works 
* of creation and providence, do ſo far manifeſt 
* the goodneſs, wiſdom, and power of God, as 
to leave men inexcuſable.” The ſecond is, 


The light of nature, and the works of crea- 


tion and providence, are not ſufficient to give 


A | 


4 - The Fit Article of the 


e that knowledge of God, and of his will, which 
6.18 A BK unto ſalvation,” 


AGAINST thefirit of theſe propoſitions I have 
no objection. It ſeems, if 1 underſtand it a- 
right, to be the ſentiment of St Paul. And it 
ſeems to be expreſſed more clearly, and with 
greater preciſion, by him, when he fays, Rom. 


i. 18. The wrath of God is revealed from hea- 


ven againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſ- 
© neſs of men, who hold the truth in unrighte- 
oulneſs; becaute that which may be known 
© of God, is maniteſt in them; for God hath 
ſhewed it unto them: for the inviſible things 
© of him from the creation of the world are 
© clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


© that are made, even his eternal power and 


£ Godhead; ſo that they are without excute, be- 
* cauſe that when they knew God, they glori- 
* fied him not as God, neither were thankful.” 


Bur how is the ſecond of theſe propoſitions to 
be reconciled with the firſt? How can the light 
of nature, and the works of creation and pro- 
vidence, leave men inexcuſable, and yet not be 
ſufficient to give them that knowledge . of God, 
and of his will, which is neceſſary unto ſalva- 
tion? For what are they inexcuſable? Are they 
inexcuſable for not having that knowledge of 
God, and of his will, which is neceſſary unto 


ſalvation? They are ſuppoſed to have no other 


ſource from which they can derive that know- _ 
t:dge, but the light of nature, and the works of 


* 


* 
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creation and providence. Theſe, it is here af- 
firmed, are not ſufficient to give that knowledge. 
Is not this a ſuihcient excuſe, for their want of 
it, both in the ſight of God and man? Is a man 
who was born blind inexcuſable for not ſeeing ? 
If he is not, how can any man be inexcuſable for 
not knowing what never was in his power to 
know? Or are they inexcuſable for not acting 
agreeably to the will of God? If they know 
his will, and yet act not agreeably thereunto; 
or, if they can know his will, and yet remain ig- 
norant of it, they certainly are without excuſe. 
But how they can be inexcuſable, and yet not 
have it in their power to know his will, is not 
eaſy to conceive: | 


Ox ſhall it be ſaid, that the light of nature, 
and the works of creation and providence, are 
indeed ſufficient to give that knowledge of God, 
and of his will, which renders men inexcuſable 
when they act contrary to the will of God; and 
yet they are not ſufficient to give that knowledge 
of God, and of his will, which 1s neccflary unto 
ſalvation? Is this the meaning of the Article? 
Do the Weſtminſter Divines here affirm, that 
the light which God hath given the heathen 
nations is, when they abuſe it, ſufficient to 
render them inexcuſable, and conſequently wor- 
thy of damnation; and yet that ſame light, how 
careful ſoever they may be to improve it, is not 
ſufficient to guide them unto ſalvation? Yes, 
this is their meaning. Let them ſpeak for 


themſelves. See their own words, Chap. > HY 
| A 2 


6 The Firſt Article of the 
Sect. 4. © Others not elected, although they max 


ebe called by the miniſtry of the word, and 
% may have ſome common operations of the 
% Spirit, yet they never truly come to Chriſt, 
« and therefore cannot be ſaved: MUCH LESS 
«© can men, not profeſſing the Chriſtian religion, 
“be ſaved in any other way whatſoever, be they 
* neyer ſo diligent to frame their lives accord- 
e ing to the light of nature, and the law of that 
* religion they do profeſs; and to aſſert and 
“% maintain that they may, is very pernicious, 
and to be deteſted. See alſo the Larger 
Catechiſm, the anſwer to Queſtion 60. They 
„% who, having never heard the goſpel, know: 
e not Jeſus Chriſt, and believe not in him, cane 
not be ſaved, be they never ſo diligent to 
+ frame their lives according to the light of na- 
“ture, or the laws of that religion which they 
profeſs; neither is there ſalvation in any other 
“ but in Chriſt alone, who is the Saviour only 
* of his body the church.“ 


* 


4 


* 


898 


0 


THESE, Reader, theſe are the words of the 
Weſtminſter Divines. Their meaning is plain. 
All thoſe nations of men, to whom God hath gi- 
ven no other rule of life but the light of nature, 
are truly in a moſt wretched condition. They 
cannot be ſaved, be they. never fo diligent to 
frame their lives according to the light of na- 
ture, Which is the only light their Maker hath 
been pleaſed to give them. How diligent ſoever 
they may be to improve that light, to frame their 
lives according to it, and to make the beſt uſe of 


. 
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7 
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it they can, yet they cannot be ſaved. To aſſert 
and maintain that they may be ſaved, is very 


+ 


pernicious, and to be deteſted. Their eternal 
damnation therefore is abſolutely certain, how 
careful ſoever they may be to make the beſt uſe 
of the only light which God hath ſeen fit to give 


them. If this is the caſe, ſurely it had been 


for the greateſt part of mankind that they had 


never been made. 


I THINK I fee the Reader here making a 
pauſe, a pauſe that ſpeaks him a man: his heart 
melts :--—generous drops bedim his eyes: — he 
pities his brethren, whoſe hearts, he knows, are 


formed, like his own, with a natural deſire of 


happineſs, and an ardent longing after immor- 
tality.-——He caſts a compaſſionate eye on an in- 
numerable multitude now upon the face of the 


earth, who never heard, and never could hear 
the goſpel, in compariſon with whom the pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity are but a few. He looks 
back through many paſt ages, and forward 
through ages to come, on a vaſtly greater mul- 
titude, who have been, and are likely to be in 
the ſame condition. 


* How few, faith he, of mankind, in compa- 
* rifon, have had the opportunity of hearing the 
* goſpel? how vaſt the multitude of thoſe who ne- 
ver had that opportunity? Are not all they who 
have not, as well as thoſe who have heard the go- 
* ipel, my brethren? Hath not God made of one 


f blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
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8 ' ' The Firfl Article of the 
© faceof the earth? Yes, they are all my brethren: 
© cannet be unconcerned for their welfare: and 


care they all loſt,-—-loft for ever,—-loſt, be tity 
© never ſo diligent to frame their lives according 


© to the beſt light God hath ſeen fit to give 


© them? Alas, my brethren! Oh that my head 

were a fountain of waters, that I might weep 
© day and night for their hard hard fate! 
Let me aſk again, are they not all the off- 
* ſpring of God? have we not all one Father? 
© hath not one God created us? and hath the 
Father of our ſpirits utterly abandoned fo vaſt 
* a multitude of his rational offspring? hath he 
« doomed them all to everlaſting deſtruction, be 
© they never ſo careful to frame their lives ac- 
* cording to the beſt light he hath been plcaſed to 
give them? Is it thus the Father of mercies deals 
© with men, whom he made in bis own image? 
is it thus he deals with men, who are, by his 

© own unerring Spirit, ſtyled the offspring of 
* God? Should any Father on carth deal thus 
* with his own children; I ſhould think he de- 
* {erved not the name of a Father; nay, I ſhould 
even venture to pronounce him crael.----But 
* here-—-what ſhall I ſay? what ſhall I think? 
the Father of mercies cannot be crucl: he, with 
F whom there is no reſpect of perſons, cannot be 
* unjuſt, My heart inclines me to fay, and E- 
* thu, in the book of Job, hath taught me to 
© ſay, Far be it from God that he ſhould do 
£ wickedneſs, and from the Almighty that he 
£ ſhould commit iniquity; for the work of a 
© man ſhall he render unto him, and cauſe every 


* ; * - 1 
N Aa £ a". F 8 — f z +. Fa 
* 0. > *r 1 1% » 4 0 : 1 
r « . 75 n r 
1 * 5 2 * a 1 a} . of f * 
- . 5 


Weſtminſter Confeſſion examined. 9 
© man to find according to his ways; yea, ſure- 
ly God will not do wickedly, neither will the 
« Almighty pervert judgment.—-No man, no 
« aſſembly of men, ſhall ever perſuade me, 
that the Judge of all the earth will not do 
that which is right; or that he, whole tender 
mercies are over all his works, will ever be 
© cruel to any of his creatures. But how ſhall I 
© reconcile this doctrine of the Weſtminſter aſ- 
ſembly with juitice and goodneſs? Is it abſo- 


ly light which God hath given to mankind, a 
few only excepted, is, when abuſed, ſufficient 
* to render them inexcuſable, and worthy of e- 
* ternal damnation; and yet that ſame light, be 
they never ſo diligent to frame their lives ac- 
© cording to it, is not ſufficient to guide them 
* unto ſalvation? Is this doctrine abſolutely true 
* and certain? and is the denial of it very per- 
* nicious, and to be deteſted? If I may not ven- 
* ture to deny this doctrine, yet I hope I may 
venture to inquire upon what foundation it 


üble? or is this doctrine as plainly taught in 
* the holy ſcriptures as it is in their Confeſ- 
$ fton?? | 


A HUMANE reader, I think, will naturally in- 
dulge himſelf in ſome ſuch ſoliloquy as this, up- 
on an attentive inſpection of the article now un- 
der review. And J hope it will not be thought 
unreaſonable to comply with his defire, and to 
inquire upon what foundation this doctrine 


* 


© lutely certain, that the light of nature, the on- 


ſtands. Was the Weſtminſter aſſembly infal- 


— — 22 5 
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10 The Firſt Article of the 
ſtands. Was the Weſtminſter aſſembly infal- 
lible? they themſelves did not claim infallibility. 

All ſynods and councils, fay they, ſince the a- 


e poſtles times, MAY ERR.” It only remains, 
then, that we inquire whether this doctrine be 


as plainly taught in the holy ſcriptures as it is 


in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion. To this I am per- 
ſuaded the greateſt admirers of that Confeſſion 
can have no objection. The Weſtminſter Di- 
vines themſelves invite us to this inquiry. © The 
« ſupreme Judge, ſay they, by which all contro- 
« verſies of religion are to be determined, and 
4 all decrees of councils, opinions of antient wri= 
<« ters, doctrines of men, and private ſpirits, arc 
cc to be examined, and in whole ſentence, we are 
© to reſt, can be no other but the Holy Spirit 
« ſpeaking in the ſcripture. To this tribu= 


nal let us appeal. 


A 


I, ro my part, do not remember any place of 
the ſacred writings, where it is ſaid, that the 
light of nature, and the works of creation and 
providence, are not ſufficient to give that Know- 
ledge of God, and of his will, which is neceſſary 
unto ſalvation. But ſome places readily occur, 
where the contrary doctrine ſeems to be taught. 
The Weſtminſter Divines, however, have at- 
tempted to prove their doctrine from ſcripture. 


This renders it proper that we ſhould conſider 


their proofs, before we proceed to point out 
thoſe places of ſcripture which ſeem to be a- 


gainſt them. 


% 
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"Taz firſt of their proofs is, 1 Cor. i. 21. 
For after that in the wiſdom of God, the world 
* by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God, by 
© the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to fave them that 
© believe.” The meaning of this text may be 
thus briefly expreſſed, For when, in the midſt 
© of all thoſe diſplays of divine wiſdom with 
© which men were always ſurrounded, the world 
© by all its improvements in wiſdom knew not 
God; when this was generally the caſe, it 
© pleaſed God, by the preaching of the goſpel, 
© which an ignorant world accounts fooliſhneſs, 
© to ſave them that believe. This text therefore 
ſaith, that at the time when the goſpel was pu- 
bliſhed, the world, the heathen world in gene- 
ral, knew not God; but it doth not ſay they 
could not know him: on the contrary, the A- 
poſtle ſeems to intimate, that they might have 
known God, if they had been willing, becauſe 
they were ſurrounded with viſible and illuſtrious 
manifeſtations of his wiſdom in the works of 
creation and providence. In the wiſdom of God, 
ſaith he, even in the midſt of all that divine wil- 
dom which ſhines every where, and which men 
may every where ſee in all the works of God, 
the world by its pretended wiſdom knew not 
God. And when the generality of men, thus 
neglecting to attend to the light of nature, were 
ſunk into groſs ignorance, God, inſtead of pu- 
niſhing them as they deſerved, was graciouſly 
pleaſed to grant them a new and a greater light, 
even the light of his glorious goſpel. When the 
world by wildom knew not God, 1t pleaſed God 
| B i 
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by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that 
believe. The light of nature could not ſave thoſe 
men who w:ckedly deſpiſed it, and neglected to 
attend to it. And the light of the goſpel can 
ſave only them that believe, not them by whom 


it is rejected and accounted fooliſhneſs. No light 


whatfocver can ſave thoſe men who love dark- 
nefs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are 
evil. And of this ſort of men there are many a- 
mong Chriſtians as well as among Heathens, 
But that the light of nature cannot ſave thoſe 
who carefully attend to it, and diligently frame 
their lives according to it, this text doth not ſay. 
Nor Goth it lay any ming at all to the purpoſe 
for which it is here quoted: nay, it rather ſeems 
to inſinuate ſomething contrary to the dodrine 
of which it is here alledged as a proof: for it 
ſeems to ſuppoſe that mens ignorance of God 
was owing to their own want of; attention, and 
not to any defect in the light of nature: they, 
might have known God, becauſe his wiſdom ap- 
Pears every where in his works. 


THE next proof here adduced is, 1 Cor. 11. 
13. Which things alſo we ſpeak,” not in the 
© words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 


© things with {piritual; ver. 14. But the natural 


man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
© God; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 


« can he know them, becauſe they arc pain 
diſcerned. 


Weſtminſter Confeſſuon examined. 13 


Now, that St Paul preached the goſpel, not in 
the words which man's wiſdom taught him, but 
which were taught him by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
that he compared ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 
this evidently hath no fort of connexion with the 
ſufficiency or inſufficiency of the light of na- 
ture. This therefore is not to the purpoſe. 


Bur the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God. The things of the Spirit of 
God here muit mean the things revealed by the 
Spirit of God, the very things which St Paul 
preached. Thoſe things the natural man re- 
ceiveth not, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him. 
The natural man therefore here ſpoken of, is 
not one under the mere light gf nature, but one 
who hath the light of the goſpel offered to him, 
and rejeas it, becauſe he accounts it fooliſhneſs. 
Whatever therefore is here ſaid of this natural 
man, can have no relation to the ſufficiency or 
inſufficiency of nature's light; and, conſequent- 
ly, whatever is here meant by the natural man, 
no argument can be drawn from this text in fa- 
veur of the doctrine of which it is alledged as a 
proof, Not only the light of nature, but even 
the light of the goſpel itſelf, cannot ſave this 
man, ſo long as he rejects it, and will not receive 
it. And the text affirms, that ſo long as he con- 
tinueth to be a natural man, whatever the mean- 
ing of that expreſſion may be, he receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are fool- 
iſhneſs unto him. Thus, without entering any 
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14 The Firſt Article of the © 


ſenſual; and they might with no leſs pro- 


'* neſs to him; ang therefore, ſo long as he con- 


farther into the meaning of this text, it is already 
manifeſt that it is no way to the purpole. 


Bur we may further obſerve, that the word 
which our tran{lators have here rendered natural, 
they have, in two other places of the New 
Teſtament, very juſtly and properly, rendered 


priety have rendered it ſenſual in this place 
alſo; and then the meaning of this text would 
appear to be, But the ſenſual man, who is 
* wholly governed by his ſenſual appetites, re- 
© cerveth not the truths revealed by the Spirit of 
© God; for theſe truths, becauſe they are not ſuit- 
© able to his ſenſual inclinations, appear fooliſh- 


© tinues ſenſual, he cannot know them with F ap- 
© probation, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
© ed; and he, being entirely governed by ſenſual 
£ appetites, hath no ſpiritual diſcernment, or no 
© taſte or reliſh of ſpiritual things.“ 


Bur if the reader is not ſatisfied with this in- 
ter pretation, let him only attend to this circum- 
ſtance, that the natural or ſenſual man, here ſpo- 
ken of, is not one under the mere light of na- 
ture, but one who hath the light of the goſpel 


* Tames iii. 15. Jude v. 19, f To Au, frequently ſignißes in 
ſcripture, to approve, to favour, or to be pleaſed with; Pſal. i. 6. 
The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous ; Nahum i. 7. The 
Lord is good and he knoweth them that truſt in him; Matth. 
vii. 23+ I never krew you, depart from me ye that work i iniquity. 
And in many other places. 
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offered to him, and rejects it; and keeping this 
circumſtance in view, let him try if the Apoſtle's 


words can be made to bear any rational mean- 


ing that favours this doctrine of the Weſtminſter 
Divines; let-him try this, and he will ſoon be 
convinced that it is impoſſible, 


Now theſe are all the texts which the Weſt- 
miniſter Divines have produced, in this place, to 
prove, that the light of nature, and the works of 
creation and providence, are not ſufficient to give 
that knowledge of God, and of his will, which 
is neceflary unto falvation. And in all theſe 


texts, it is manifeſt, there is not the leaſt ſhadow 


of a proof, or of any thing that favours this doc- 
trine. But they have taught the ſame doctrine 
elſewhere, namely, in the Larger Catechiſm, the 
Anſwer to Queſtion 60; and there they have 
produced ſome other texts of (cripture to prove it. 
I ſhall firſt ſet down their doctrine in their own 


words, and then point out their proofs. Their 
doctrine is this. 

© They who, having never heard the goſpel, 
know not Jeſus Chriſt, and believe not in him, 
cannot be ſaved, be they never ſo diligent to 
frame their lives according to the light of na- 
ture, or the laws of that religion which they 
profeſs; neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
but in Chriſt alorie, who is the Saviour only 
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'© neſs to him; ang therefore, ſo long as he con- 


farther into the meaning of this text, it 1s already 
maniteſt that it is no way to the purpoſe. 


Bur we may further obſerve, that the word 
which our tranſlators have here rendered natural, 
they have, in two other places of the New 
Teſtament, very juſtly and properly, rendered 
ſenfual ; and they might with no leſs pro- 
priety have rendered it /enſual in this place 
alſo; and then the meaning of this text would 

appear to be, But the ſenſual man, who 18 
* wholly coverned by his ſenſual appetites, re- 
© ceiveth not the truths revealed by the Spirit of 
© God; for theſe truths, becauſe they are not ſuit- 
© able to his ſenſual inclinations, appear fooliſh- 


© tinues ſenſual, he cannot know them with F ap- 
© probation, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
© ed; and he, being entirely governed by ſenſual 
c appetites, hath no {ſpiritual diſcernment, or no 
© taſte or reliſh of ſpiritual things.“ 


Br if the reader is not ſatisfied with this in- 
ter pretation, let him only attend to this circum- 
ſtance, that the natural or ſenſual man, here ſpo- 
ken of, is not one under the mere light of na- 
ture, but one who hath the light of the goſpel 


* ſames iii. 15. Jude v. 19, f To &new, frequently ſignifies in 
ſcripture, to approve, to favour, or to be pleaſed with; Pſal. i. 6. 
The Lord knowcth the way of the righteous ; Nabum i. 7. The 
Lord is good and he knoweth them that truſt in him ; Matth, 
vii. 23. I never krew you, depart from me ye that work i iniquity. 
And in many other places. 
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offered to him, and rejects it; and keeping this 
circumſtance in view, let him try if the Apoſtle's 
words can be made to bear any rational mean- 
ing that favours this doctrine of the Weſtminſter 


Divines; let-him try this, and he will ſoon be 
convinced that it is impoſſible, 


Now theſe are all the texts which the Weſt- 
miniſter Divines have produced, in this place, to 
prove, that the light of nature, and the works of 
creation and providence, are not {ſufficient to give 
that knowledge of God, and of his will, which 
is neceſſary unto falvation. And in all theſe 
texts, it is manifeſt, there is not the leaſt ſhadow 
of a proof, or of any thing that favours this doc- 
trine. But they have taught the ſame doctrine 
elſewhere, namely, in the Larger Catechiſm, the 
Anſwer to Queſtion 60; and there they have 
produced ſome other texts of (cripture to prove it. 
I ſhall firſt ſet down their doctrine in their own 
words, and then point out their proofs, Their 
doctrine is this. 


& "They who, having never heard the goſpel, 
know not Jeſus Chriſt, and believe not in him, 
cannot be ſaved, be they never ſo diligent to 
frame their lives according to the light of na- 
ture, or the laws of that religion which they 
profeſs; neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
but in Chriſt alone, who is the Saviour only 


of his body the church.“ Their proofs are 
theſe which * 
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RoM. x. 14. How then ſhall they call on 
© him in whom they have not believed? how 
* thall they believe in him of whom they have 
* not heard? and how ſhall they hear without a 
© preacher?” In this text, it is ſuppoſed, that 
men cannot believe the goſpel, unleſs it be re- 
vealed to them: therefore the light of nature 


cannot lead men to the knowledge of the goſpel. 
This is granted; it needs no proof. 


2 THEs s. i. 8, In flaming fire, taking ven- 

* geance on them that know not God, and obey 
not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
© ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power.“ This text is a clear proof, 
that everlaſting perdition awaits all the wicked, 
and particularly wicked Chriſtians, who obey 
not the goſpel. This text affirms, that men who 
know not God ſhall be puniſhed. This ſuppoſes, 
that they had it in their power to know God; for a 
righteous judge cannot puniſh men for not know - 
ing what never was in their power to know. This 
ſeems rather to be againſt the doctrine of the 
Weſtminſter Divines; at leaſt, this is no proof, 
that they who never heard the goſpel, and there- 
fore cannot know Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruction, becauſe they be- 
lieve not in him. How can they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how can a 
righteous judge condemn them to be puniſhed 


for not bcheving in one of whom they never 
heard? 


Py mw ow on 


Weſtminſter Confeſſion examined. 17 


Er H. ii. 12. That at that time ye were with= 


© out Chriſt, being aliens from the common- 


« wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the cove- 
© nants of promiſe, having no hope, and without 
God in the world.“ The Chriſtians, to whom 
the Apoſtle here writes, had been heathens be- 
fore their converſion to Chriſtianity. At that 
time they were without any knowledge of Chriſt, 
as all heathens muſt bez for no man can know 
any thing of Chriſt without a divine revelation; 
and, as they were at that time without any know=- 
ledge of Chriſt, ſo they were alfo without hope of 
ever coming to any knowledge of him, or of e- 
ver receiving any benefit from him; for, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and 
ſtrangers to the covenants of promiſe, they could 
have no hope or expeQation of a Meſſiah as the 
Jews had. But this text hath not ſaid, that ſuch 
as have it not in their power to know any thing 
of Chriſt in this world, ſhall receive no benefit 
from him hereafter; nor hath any text in the 
Bible ſaid any ſuch thing : on the contrary, Chrift 
himſelf hath informed us, that when he ſhall ſit 
upon the throne of his glory, all nations ſhall be 
gathered before him; and then ſhall he ſay unto the 
righteous of all nations, Come ye bleſſed of my 
* Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.'----Again, 
the Chriſhans, to whom the Apoſtle here writes, 
are ſaid to have been, in their heathen ſtate, with- 
out God in the world. If the meaning be, that 
they were without the knowledge of God, this 
was not the fault of the light of nature, but their 
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own fault; for St Paul, ſpeaking of ſuch as have 


no other guide than the light of nature, faith, 
Rom. 1. ya i That which may be known of God 
Eſt 1 
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© is manifeſt in them, for God hath ſhewed it un- 
to them; for the inviſible things of him from 
© the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being 
© underſtood by the things that are made, even his 
© eternal . and Godhead,” If the meaning 
be, that they worſhipped not God, the light of 
nature, in that caſe, left them without excuſe, 
© becauſe when thgy knew, or might have known 
© God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful.” Or, if the meaning be, that 
they were at that time without having God to be 
their God in covenant with them, as he was after 
they became Chriſtians; yet ſtill there is nothing 
in this text to the purpoſe for which it is here 
quoted by the Weſtminſter Divines. 


JoHN i. 10, 11, 12. Read theſe verſes in your 
Bible, and remember that the Jews, among whom 
Chriſt made his appearance in the fleſh, were not 
left to the mere light of nature, but had alſo the 


light of a divine revelation, which God had made 


unto them by Moſes and the prophets. _ 


JohN viii. 24. I ſaid therefore unto you, 


© that ye ſhall die in your ſins; for if ye believe 


not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your ſins.” 


The Jews, to whom Jeſus ſpake theſe words, 
were not under the mere light of nature; they 


had Moſes and the prophets, and Jeſus Chrift 
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himſelf preached unto them. This text there- 
fore cannot be to the purpoſe. 
AX 


Ma RX xvi. 16. He that believeth, and is bap- 
© tized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, 
© ſhall be damned.“ This text is very unfairly 
quoted: in the Bible it ſtands thus: And he 
« ſaid unto them, (that is, Jeſus ſaid unto his 
« apoſtles,) Go ye into all the world, and preach 
© the goſpel to every creature; he that believeth, 
© and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, but he that be- 
© lteveth not, ſhall be damned.“ He who hath 
the goſpel preached to him by an apoſtle, and 
believeth not, ſhall be damned. Will any man 
in his ſober ſenſes infer from this, that all they, 

who never heard of the goſpel at all, ſhall no 
be damned for not believing it? 


I COR. i. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. Read this paſ- 
ſage in your Bible. The 2 Iſt verſe has been con- 
ſidered already. Try if you can find in the o- 
ther verſes any proof, that men who never 
heard the goſpel cannot be ſaved, be they never 
ſo diligent to frame their lives according to the 
light of nature. 


JoHN iv. 22. © Ye worſhip ye know not what; 
e know what we worſhip; for ſalvation is of 
* the ſews.“ 'This-text relates to the difference 
between the Jews and the Samaritans about the 
place of worſhip. Whatever therefore be the 
meaning of this text, there is evidently nothing 
in it concerning the light of nature; for both 


C 


+ 


20 The Fipſ Article of the 


Jews and Samaritans were under the law of 
Moles, and not under the mere light- of na- 
ture. Nor is there one word concerning the 

light of nature in either of choſe two paſſages 
of ſcripture which follow. 


Rom. ix. 31, 32. Phil. iii. 4, 5 „ 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Both which ſee in your Bible. The firſt of theſe 
paſſages ſpeaks of the unbelieving Jews, who 
rejected the goſpel, but ſaith nothing of the 
light of nature, or of : any perſon under that 
light. The ſecond paſſage informs us, that, in 
St Paul's opinion, believing in Chriſt, and o- 
beying his goſpel, is of more value than the 
moſt exact obſervance of the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the law of Moſes; or rather, that the 
obſervance of theſe ceremonics, now under the 
goſpel, is of no value at all. But here is not the 
leaſt hint of any thing relating to the light of 
nature, or to thoſe who have no other wh. but 
that light. It is indeed ſurpriſing to fee ſuch a 
collection of ſcripture proofs, and not one of 
them to the purpoſe. But we come at laſt to a 
text which hath at leaſt ſome appearance of be- 
ing to the point. 


ACTS iv. 12. Neither is there ſalvation in 
© any other; for there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men whereby we muſt 
© be ſaved.“ The perſon of whom it is here ſaid, 
that there is no ſal vation in any other, is our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. That the Weſtminſter Di- 
vines underſtood the ſalvation here ſpoken of to 


* 


: 
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be eternal ſalvation is manifeſt; for otherwiſe 
they could not have thought this text any way 
to their purpoſe. And it is undoubtedly true, 
that ſeſus Chriſt is the only Mediator between 
God and men, and by him alone men can at- 
tain to eternal ſalvation. But this truth, as ſome 
think, ſhould be deduced from other texts, and 
not from this. However, that I may argue with 
theſe Divines upon their own principles, I ſhall 
grant, that the ſalvation here meant is eternal 
ſalvation: and this being granted, it follows, 
that this text is a clear and full proof, that no 
perſon, whether he be a Chriſtian, or a Jew, or 

a Heathen, ſhall be ſaved at the laſt day in any 
other way than by the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now, if it could be likewiſe proved, that no 
perſon who never heard the goſpel ſhall be ſav- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt, then the argument would be 
complete. But this laſt point has not yet been 
proved. Here therefore the argument fails. The 
laſt proof here adduced is, 


Ep H. v. 23. For the huſband is the head ot 
the wife, even as Chriſt is the head of the church, 
and he is the Saviour of the body. This text 
is adduced to prove, that Chriſt is the Saviour 
only of his body, the church. St Paul faith 
Chriſt is the Saviour of the body, by which he 
means the church, But neither St Paul, nor any 
other ſacred writer, hath ever ſaid, that Chriſt is 
the Saviour only of the church. The word only 
is put in by the Weſtminſter Divines them- 
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ſelves, without any colour of authority from 
ſcripture. 


Tus I have pointed out all the proofs ſub- 
Joined to the article now under review, and like- 
wiſe all thoſe adduced to ſupport the fame doc- 
trine in the Catechiſm; and, it is now manifeſt, 
they all amount to nothing: moſt of them ſay 
nothing at all relating to this doctrine, and ſome 
of them ſeem rather to be againſt it. Wonder- 
ful indeed it is, that ſuch a collection of texts 
ſhould ever have paſſed with men for proofs of 
ſuch a doctrine. 


WE have now ſeen that the Weſtminſter Di- 
vines have failed in their attempt to prove this 
* doctrine from ſcripture. Let us next turn our 
attention to ſome of thoſe places of the ſacred 


_ writings which ſeem to teach a contrary doc- 
trine. 


ST PAUL, in the ſecond r at his Epiſtle 
to the Romans, ſaith, God will render to every 
* man according to his deeds: to them who by 
patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek - for 
* glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal 
life. Eut unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſ- 
* nels, indignation, and wrath; tribulation and 
* anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that doth e- 
vil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. 
But glory, honour, and peace, to every man 
* that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and allo to 
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© the Gentile: for there is no reſpect of perſons 
« with God; for as many as have ſinned without 
law, ſhall alſo periſh without law; and as many 
© as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by 
the law,-—1n the day when God ſhall Judge 

the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt.” 


ATTEND now to the ſolemn, important, and 
intereſting ſcene which the Apoſtle here opens 
up to view. See Jews and Gentiles, all man- 
kind, all nations, and all generations of men 
ſtanding before the tribunal of God, who ſhall 
judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt: a vaſt 
aflembly! awful expectation in their looks! how 
vaſt the multitude of thoſe who never heard the 
goſpel! Now their fate is finally to be determin- 
ed. How is the judgment to proceed? by what 
rules is it to be conducted? this we are to learn 
of an Apoſtle, who was guided by that wiſdom 
which cannot err. There is no reſpect of perſons 
with God. Therefore even they who never 

heard the goſpel, ſhall be treated by him in 
judgment with fairneſs, equity, and impartia- 
lity. Though God may beſtow his free gifts and 
favours variouſly upon men in this world, yet 
in judgment he cannot wrong them, but will 
judge them fairly and equitably, according as 
they have improved, or neglected to improve, 
the talents where with they were intruſted, whe- 
ther theſe have been many or few. But let us 
attend to the Apoſtle. 


Hx, in the firſt place, affirms expreſsly, that 
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God will render To EVERY MAN ACCORDING 
To HIS DEEDS: EVERY man, Jew, Chriſtian, 
or Heathen, ſhall be recompenſed, not accord- 
ing as he hath been favoured with a greater or 
leſs degree of light, but according to the uſe he 
hath made of that light which God gave him, 
or according as his own works have been. 


TH1s general doctrine, the Apoſtle, in the 
next place, explains more particularly. To them, 
faith he, who by patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and immortality, 
God will render eternal lite. But unto them 
that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteouſneſs, ſhall be indignation 
and wrath: that is, good men, who continue pa- 
tient in well-doing under trials and temptations, 
ſhall be rewarded with eternal life; and wicked 
men, who are contentious, and obey not the 
truth, but obey unrighteouſfneſs, ſhall be ſubjec- 
ted to indignation and wrath: or, in other words, 
men ſhall be rewarded according to their 
good deeds, and wicked men ſhall be puniſhed 
according to their evil. deeds; and in this manner 
it is, that God, in the day when he ſhall judge 
the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, will render 
to every man according ta HIS DEEDS, whe- 
ther they be good or evil. | 


AG AIN, the Apoſtle declares, that this ſhall 
be the UNIVERSAL RULE of the divine judg- 
ment, a RULE by which Jews and Gentiles, ' 
ALL NATIONS of the earth ſhall be judged. 


** 
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© Tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be upon every 

« ſoul of man that doth evil, of the Jew firſt, and 
© alſo of the Gentile. But glory, honour, and 
peace to every man that woRK ETH GOOD, to 
the Jew firſt, and alſo To THE GENTILE: 
for there is no reſpect of perſons with God. 
Here obſerve, Jews and Gentiles, that is, all man- 
kind, ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed according to 
their works, Tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be 
upon every Jew and every Gentile that doth evil; 
but glory, honour, and peace ſhall be to every | 
Jew and every Gentile that worketh good. Jews 
and Gentiles evidently comprehend all mankind. 
And the Apoſtle here affirms, that every Jew 
and every Gentile, who 1s a doer of evil, ſhall 
be ſubjected to tribulation and anguiſh; but e- 
very Jew and every Gentile, who is a worker of 
that which is good, ſhall be put into poſſeſſion of 
glory, honour, and peace. Thus, in the day 
when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Je- 

. ſus Chriſt, every man of every nation ſhall be re- 
warded or puniſhed according to his works. It 
muſt be ſo, and cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe; 
FOR THERE IS NO RESPECT OF PERSONS 
WITH GOD. Ife is a righteous Judge, and 
cannot but do that which is right,—---Here it is 
manifeſtly the Apoſtle's ſentiment, that in the 

laſt day there may be ſome found, who have 
been workers of that which is good, among Gen- 
tiles, who have no other guide than the light of 

nature, as well as among Jews, who had the be- 
nefit of a divine revelation, Unleſs this was his 


belief, he could with no propriety ſay, Glory, 
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© honour, and peace, ſhall be to every man that 
* worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the 


- © Gentile.” Theſe words, And allo to the Gen- 


© tile,” would be altogether ſuperfluous, and 
could have no meaning at all, upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion, that it is not poſſible for a Gentile to be ſo 
far a worker of that which is good, as to be gra- 


_ ciouſly accepted of God, and put into poſſeſſion 


of glory, honout, and peace, at the laſt day. 
It is in vain to alledge, that the Apoſtle means 
a Gentile converted to the Chriſtian faith. This 
cannot be admitted; for the Apoſtle himſelf tells 
us, that he means Jews under the law of Moſes, 
and Gentiles under the mere light of nature, 
having no law but that which God hath written. 
in their hearts. Attend to his own words: Tri- 
© bulation and anguiſh, faith he, ſhall be upon e- 
very ſoul of man that doth evil, of the Jew firſt, 
© and alſo of the Gentile;--—for as many as have 
* ſinned ⁊ bt ht law, ſhall alſo periſh without 
© law; and as many as have ſinned in the law, 
* ſhall be judged by the law.'--—But, on the o- 
ther hand, Glory, honour, and peace, ſhall be 
© to every man that worketh good, to the Jew 
« firſt, and alſo to the Gentile;-—-for when the 


_ © Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature 
© the things contained in the law, theſe having 
© not the law, are a law unto themſelves, which 


© ſhew the work of THE Law WRITTEN IN 
© THEIR HEARTS, their conſcience alſo bear- 
ing witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while 
* accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another. 
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OBSERVE attentively theſe words, Tribula- 
© tion and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 
© doth evil, —alſo of the Gentile; — for as many 
as have ſinned without law, ſhall alſo periſh 
without law; and as many as have ſinned in, 
© or under the law, ſhall be judged by the law. 
in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
men by Jeſus Chriſt.” Here the words, ww:th- 
out law, as they ſtand connected, muſt ſignify 
without a revealed law, ſuch as the Jews then 
had, and the Chriſhans now have; for no man 
can fin without the law of nature, under which 
all men are born, and which is written in every 
man's heart. 'The Gentiles therefore, of whom 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, are ſuch Gentiles as have 
no revealed law, neither the law of Moſes, nor 
the law of Chriſt; they have no law, but the law 
of nature, which God hath written in their hearts; 
and as many of them as have tinned without a 
revealed law, ſhall, in the day of judgment, alſo 
_ periſh without a revealed law: they ſhall be 

judged, not by a revealed law which they never 
had, but by the law of nature, and {hall be juſtly 
condemned, and ſubjected to tribulation and an- 
guiſh, for their tranſgreſſions of the law written 
in their hearts. This is evidently the Apoſtle's 
meaning. Conſider his words, as they ſtand con- 
nected, with care and attention, and try if you 
can, without violence, fix any other meaning up- 
on them. And if this be the meaning of the 
words, without law, as they here ſtand in con- 
nexion, then here is a clear proof, that the A- 
poſtle is not ſpeaking of Gentiles converted to 
| D 
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the Chriſtian faith, but of ſuch Gentiles as have 
no other guide, and no other rule of life, beſides 
the light and law of nature. And, to confirm 
this, obſerve, that he ſpeaks of ſuch Gentiles, in 
oppoſition to the Jews, who, beſides the light of 
nature, were alfo favoured with a divine a. 
tion. Tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul 
© of man that doth evil, of the Jew firit, and alfo 
© of the Gentile; for as many as have ſinned with- 
© out a revealed law, which is the caſe of evil 
doers among the Gentiles, ſhall alſo be con- 
* demned in judgment, and periſh without any 
c regard to a revealed law, which can be no rule 
© of | judgment to thoſe who never had ſuch a 
law: and as many as have ſinned in, or under 
the law of Moſes, which is the caſe of evil doers 
* among the Jews, ſhall be judged by that law. 
Again, turn your attention to theſe words, 
© Glory, honour, and peace, to every man that 
© worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the 
© Gentile;---for when the Gentiles, which have 
not the law, do by nature the things contain=- 
ed 1n the law, theſe having not the law, are a 
© law unto themſelves, which ſhew the work of 
* the law written in their hearts.“ It is mani- 
feſt the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of Gentiles who 
have not a revealed law; Gentiles, who DO BY 
NATURE the things contained in the revealed 
law, ſo far as relates to the moral duties therein 
required; Gentiles, who, not having any reveal- 
ed law, are a law unto themſelves, and who 
ſtew the work of the law WRITTEN IN THEIR 
UEARTS, Theſe certainly are not Gentiles con- 
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verted to the Chriſtian faith, but Gentiles who 
have no other guide than the light of nature, 
and no other divine law, but that which God 
hath, with his own finger, written in their hearts; 
and of ſuch Gentiles the Apoſtle expreſsly at- 
firms, that, in the day when God ſhall judge the 
ſecrets of 'men by Jeſus Chriſt, glory, honour, 
and peace, ſhall be to every man among them 
that worketh good. This 1s a demonitration, 
that St Paul's ſentiments were different from 
thoſe of the Weſtminſter Divines. His opinion 
evidently was, that the light of nature, and the 
works of creation and providence, ARE Ss Ur- 
FICIENT to give that knowledge of God, and 
of his will, which is neceſſary unto ſalvation, 
and DO IN FACT give that knowledge to thoſe 
who duly attend to that light, and ſincerely o- 
bey the precepts of that divine law which is in- 
{cribed on the conſciences of all men. And, in- 
deed, through the whole of this ſecond chapter 
to the Romans, the Apoſtle evidently ſuppoſes, 
that true religion is of an univerſal nature and 
extent, and may poſſibly be found among all na- 
tions. Wherever men are with a divine law in- 
ſcribed on their conſciences, there true religion 
may in fact be. This is manifeſtly the Apoſtle's 
ſenſe, when he ſaith, verſe 27th, * And ſhall not 
the uncircumciſion, which is by nature, if it 
* fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter 
and circumciſion doſt tranſgreſs the la? That 
is, ſhall not the heathen, who is by nature, or 
hath no other guide but the light of nature, 
ſhall not ſuch a one, if he fulfil the law written 
„„ 
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in his heart, judge and condemn thee, who en- 
joyeſt the privileges of revelation, and yet tranſ- 
greſſeſt the divine law? The Apoſtle's argu- 
ment has no force, if it be not true, Na an hea- 
then, having no other guide but the light of na- 
ture, may ſo far fulfil the law that he is under, 
as to be graciouſly accepted of God at the laſt day. 
This is the foundation of the Apoſtle's reaſon- 
ing with the Jew, and will equally hold with re- 
gard to the Chriſtian too. We may truly turn 
his words unto ourſelves, and ſay, Shall not the 
heathen, who is by nature, if he fulfil, or fin- 
cerely obey the law of God written in his heart, 
condemn thee, O Chriſtian! who, beſides the law 
written in thy heart, enjoyeſt alſo the benefit of 

revelation, and yet doſt habitually-tranſgreſs the 
divine law, not only inſcribed on thy own con- 
ſcience, but alſo clearly revealed and enforced by 
the authority of Jeſus Chriſt? Shall not ſuch a 
pious and virtuous heathen be accepted in the 
day of judgment, when thou, a wicked Chriſtian, 
ſhalt be condemned? 


THis is St Paul's doctrine : but it is not his 
alone: St Peter alfo, in a few words, but with 
great plainneſs, teacheth the ſame doctrine, Acts 
8 34. Of a truth, ſaith he, I perceive that God 

© is no reſpecter of perſons; but in every nation 
© he that feareth him, and worketh righteouſneſs, 
is accepted of him.” Here it is evidently ſup- 
poſed, that there may be men in every nation, 
who fear God, and work righteouſneſs. And 
here it is expreſsly affirmed, that all ſuch men, 
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wherever they are found, are accepted of God.——- 
Thus St Peter and St Paul agree in teaching, 
that all men, in all nations, who fear God, and 
work righteouſneſs, are accepted of him. And 
not only they, but alſo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf gives it againſt the Weſtminſter Divines: 
in the eighth chapter of the goſpel according to 
St Matthew, we read as follows: 


* AND when Jefus was entered into Caper- 
© naum, there came unto him a centurion, be- 
« ſeeching him, and faying, Lord, my ſervant 
© lieth at home ſick of the pally, grievouſly tor- 
* mented; and Jeſus ſaith unto him, I will come 
© and heal him: the centurion anſwered and 
« ſaid, Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt 
* come under my roof; but ſpeak the word only, 
© and my ſervant ſhall be healed; for J alſo am a 
© man under authority, having ſoldiers under me: 
*and I fay unto this man, Go, and he goeth; 
© and to another, Come, and he cometh; . to 
my ſervant, Do this, and he doth it. When 
© Jeſus heard it, he marvelled, and ſaid to them 
«© that followed, Verily 1 lay unto you, I have not 
found ſo great faith, no, not in Iſrael, And I 
© ſay unto you, that many ſhall come from the 
© eaſt and weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 
© and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven; 
© but the children of the kingdom ſhall be cat 
© out into outer darkneſs; there ſhall be weeping 
* and gnaſhing of teeth. And Jeſus ſaid unto 
the centurion, Go thy way, as thou haſt be- 
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< lieved, ſo be it done unto thee; and his ſervant 
« was healed in the ſelf-ſame hour. 


wow this centurion, whoſe faith our Lord fo 


highly commends, was a heathen, a captain f 


an hundred Roman ſoldiers: and concerning ihis 
man's faith, our Saviour faith, Verily I have not 


found fo great faith as this heathen hath profeſ- 


ſed, no, not in Iſrael, who are the peculiar peo- 
ple of God, and the children of his kingdom. 

And I ſay unto you, that many heathens, who 
are not the children of the kingdom in this 
world, ſhall, in the laſt day, come from the eaſt 
and weſt, from all parts of the globe, and ſhall 
fit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven; but the children of the 
kingdom ſhall be caſt out into outer darkneſs; 
there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 

Now, the children of the kingdom are the mem- 
bers of the viſible church in this world, both un- 
der the Jewiſh and Chriſtian diſpenſation; for 
our Lord is here ſpeaking of the final iſſue of 
things at the laſt day, when all the various diſ- 
penſations of the kingdom of God in this world 
ſhall be ſiniſned; and therefore what he here 
ſaith, doth moſt naturally refer to the kingdom 
of God under any diſpenſation: and that our Lord 
here ſpeaks of the final iſſue of things at the laſt 
Gu, is manifeſt from his own words: for outer 
darkneſs, and weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, 
are in all other places uſed by our Lord, to ex- 
preſs the final puniſhment of the wicked in the 
worid to come. 
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BESIDEsõ, if the many who ſhall come from 
the eaſt and weſt, and ſit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, be 
underſtood of thoſe heathens who ſhould here- 
after embrace the Chriſtian faith, and be taken 
into the peculiar kingdom of God in this world, 
then our Saviour's aflertion ſurely is not to the 
point, with regard to the centurion's caſe, who 
was an heathen: for then his aſtertion would run 
thus, I ſay-unto you, that many, who ſhall here- 
after be the children of the kingdom, ſhall come 
from the caſt and weſt, and ſit down with A- 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven, while the preſent children of the king- 
dom, that is, the preſent Jews, ſhall be caſt out. 
Thus the oppoſition would be between the pre- 
ſent and future children of the kingdom, or be- 
tween Jews and Chriſtians: whereas the centu- 
rion's caſe, of which our Saviour here ſpeaks, e- 
vidently required, that the oppoſition ſhould be 
between heathens and the children of the king- 
dom. If therefore it be granted, that our bleſſed 
Lord ſpoke to the purpoſe, and did not ſpeak 
nonſenſe, this text will be a clear and full proof, 
that many heathens ſhall in the laſt day be ſav- 
ed, and admitted into the future en": e king- 
dom of God, while ſome, who are the children 
of the kingdom in this world, whether Jews or 


Chriſtians, ſhall be caſt out into outer dar- 
neſs. 


Our Lord found in a heathen ſuch faith as 
he found not in Iſrael, And that a heathen may 
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poſſibly ſo believe, as to come unto God, is evi- 


dent from what an inſpired Apoſtle hath ſaid, 


Heb. xi. 6. He that cometh to God, muſt be- 


lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him: The objects 
of ſaving faith muſt be more or leſs extenſive, 
according as men enjoy a greater ot leſs degree of 
light. To whom much is given, of them much 
ſhall be required. The objects of faith before 
our Lord's coming could not be ſo extenſive as 
ours now are, when we have the whole ſcheme 
of divine revelation before our eyes. A Jew 
therefore might be a true believer, and yet be ig- 
norant of many things which a Chriſtian may 
eaſily know. May not a heathen then be a true 
believer, though he knows not; and therefore 
cannot believe all thoſe things which are revealed 
to us in the goſpel? A heathen in any part of 
the world, who has no other guide than the 
light of nature, and in that light ſees that God 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him, and accordingly cometh to God 
by an obedient life, fo far as he knows his duty, 
is evidently a true believer, according to the A- 
poſtle's general account of faith. Conſequently 
a heathen under the mere light of nature may 
poſſibly exerciſe true faith, and be an accepted 
believer in the ſight of God; for he may believe 


that God is, and that he is a rewarder of them 


that diligently ſeek him. And our Lord, who 
knew what was in man, hath expreſsly decla- 
red, that in the laſt day many ſuch heathens 
| ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt, and fit down 
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with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven. 


SEVERAL other texts to the ſame purpoſe 
might eaſily be produced. But it is needleſs to 
multiply words concerning a point which is al- 
ready abundantly evident. St Peter, St Paul, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are clearly againſt 
the Weſtminſter Divines. We may therefore 
ceaſe to wonder, that they have failed in their 
attempt to prove this doctrine of theirs from 
ſcripture; and may ſafely conclude, that the doc- 
trine itſelf is not true. 


Bur of what uſe is this diſcovery? Let him 
who puts this queſtion, conſider how vaſt a 
number of Chriſtians make this Confeſſion the 
rule of their faith; and while they imagine 
themſelves to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
they do, in fact, believe only in the Weſtmin- 
ſter aſſembly. Many of the diſſenting clergy in 
England and Ireland ſubſcribe this Confeſſion, 
as the Confeſſion of their Faith, and warmly 
recommend it to their hearers, as a ſtandard of 
faith and orthodoxy. All the clergy in Scot- 
land ſubſcribe this ſame Confeſſion, and ſolemn- 
ly declare, that they believe the whole doctrine 
therein contained to be the truths of God. This 
propoſition, „The light of nature, and tlie 
„ works of creation and providence, are not 
« ſufficient to give that knowledge of God, and 
* of his will, which is neceſſary unto falva- 
< tion,” is a part of that whole doctrine. This 
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propoſition we have now found to be falſe, and 
contrary to the truths of God declared by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Poſſibly there may 
be ſeveral other propoſitions of the ſame kind 
in that Confeſſion. Is it not a pity that ſo many 
of our fellow Chriſtians and fellow citizens 
ſhould be left to believe implicitly in the Weſt= 
minſter Aſſembly, and nobody endeavour to ſhow 
them their error? Would it not be uſeful to 
examine every doubtful or ſuſpicious article in 
that Confeſſion, and to publiſh the examination 
of them to the world? Is it not poſſible that 
this might convince ſome of that numerous bo- 
dy of {ubſcribing clergy, that it is raſh in them 
to affirm the whole doctrine of this Confeſſion 
to be the truths of God? As to the clergy in 
Scotland, who all ſubſcribe, ſome of them would 
poſſibly be glad to ſee this done; but not one 
of them dares to undertake it; for if any of 
them ſhould, he would be immediately libelled 
for hereſy, and his orthodox brethren would 
proceed, in charity and brotherly love, to de- 
poſe him, with all convenient ſpeed, according 
to the rules of their church. And if there be 
any among the clergy who would wiſh to ſee 
religious truth prevail, would it not be a kind 
office to examine thoſe articles for them, which 
they themſelves dare not examine? 


Bur there 1s in Scotland, beſides the clergy, 
a much more numerous body of men, called 


ruling elders, who all ſubſcribe the Weſtminſter 
Confeſſion; many of theſe are noblemen, gentle- 
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men, men of fortunes, and men of learning; 
and many of them, it is to be hoped, are ſincere 
lovers of truth: to them an examination of thoſe 
articles, which they ſubſcribe, may be uſeful, 
though it ſhould be of no ule to the clergy; and, 
eſpecially, it may be uſeful to the people, who 
are the moſt numerous body, and the moſt of 
all to be pitied. 


I 8HALL now conclude with a few excerps 
from a pamphlet, publiſhed at Belfaſt in the 
year 1700, entituled, A Letter to the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters in the pariſh of Ballikelly, The au- 
thor of that Letter, after ſaying ſome ſmart 
things concerning the article which I have now 
examined, adds what follows: 


THERE are other things in this Confeſhon 
© {till more hard to be underſtood, and in which 
* it is of much greater importance for us to be 
* rightly informed. Thus, Chap. IX. Sect. 3. 
© we are told, that a natural man is not able to 
convert himſelf, nor to prepare himſelf there- 
* unto. And, Chap. XVI. Sect. 7. that works 
done by unregenerate men, though----they 
* may be things which God commands,----yet 
they are ſinful, and cannot pleaſe God, or make 
* a man meet to receive grace from God; and 
yet the neglect of them is more ſinful and 
diſpleaſing to God. 


*EvERY one at all acquainted with theſe au- 
© thors, knows, that by a natural and unregene- 
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© rate man, they mean one and the ſame cha- 
* rater. How wretched then is this unregene- 
© rate man! and why ſhould he pray to God 
for deliverance from this ſtate, ſince he cannot 
thereby convert himſelf, nor prepare himſelf 
© thereunto? nay, fince this will be ſo far from 

making him meet to receive favour from God, 
© that it will be a fin according to this fcheme. 
* Mutt not the perion, who really believes this, 
be diſpoled, in the bitterneſs of his ſchl, to 
© curſe the author of his exiſtence, who has 
brought him into being in ſuch deplorable cir- 
© cumftances, that he cannot pleaſe God, but 
* muſt ſin, even by doing thoſe things which 
God hath commanded? How happy for us, 
that ſuch diſtracting notions are ſeldom attend 


ed to by any body! Whence ariſeth the neceſ- 


* ſity or expediency of calling upon any Chriſ- 
tian to profeſs that he believes theſe doctrines? 
Have they any other tendency than to put 
* people mad, or to make them deſperate and 
quite unconcerned about their conduct? Are 
they not contrary to the command of Jeſus, 

« enforced by his promiſe, Aſt, and ye - ſhall re- 
© cerve? and to his expreſs declaration, -7 hat 
God will give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk. 
Him? 


Ir were caty to ſhow, that the texts of ſcrip- 
3 * Tre brought 5 prove ſuch opinions, are egre- 
giouſiy miſapplied: but a particular explica- 


0 tion of theſe would be inconſiſtent with the 


t brevity here intended. Let the mendon of a 
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© text, which theſe gentlemen advance for ano- 

© ther opinion in their writings, ſerve as a ſpe- 
* cimen of their manner of quoting the ſcrip- 
* tures. This will ſhow the force of religious 
* prejudice, even in ſuch great divines, in an age 
* when the Bible had not been ſtudied with ſuf- 
* ficient exactneſs after a reformation from ſome 
* of the corruptions of Popery. Nor is this bear- 
ing too hard upon them: for, according to 
© themſelves, Chap. I. Sect. 9. The only infal- 
« lible rule of interpretation of ſcripture is ſerip- 
« ture itſelf, by which all doctrines of men are 


« to be tried, and in whoſe ſentence we are to 
+. 66 7 
reſt. 


IN this ſpirit let us try one of their doctrines 
in the Shorter Catechiſm, That all mankind, 
« by the fall, to wit of Adam and Eve,—--be- 
« came liable to the pains of hell for ever.” To 
« ſupport this, among other ſeriptures, which 
* any perſon may lee to be equally impertinent, 
they produce Matth. xxv. 41. Then ſhall he 
© ſay allo to them on the left hand, Depart from 
* me, ye curled, into everlaſting fire, prepared 

„for the devil and his angels; with verſe 46. 
© Thele ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, but the righteous into lite eternal. 


Now, whoever will be at the pains of turn- 
ing to this place in his Bible, may perceive, 
without any labour, or critical {kill, that our 
Lord is not ſpeaking one word here of what men 


may ſuffer for Adam's offence, but expreſsly 


/ 
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« informing his diſciples, what the wicked ſhall, 
in fact, —— for their own ſins: for he 
© ſays, in the perſon of his followers, I was 
© hungry, and ye gave me no meat, &c. Here 
ve are taught by the faithful and true Witneſs, 
that the dreadful ſentence paſſed againſt the 
© curſed, will be wholly owing to their own want 
of good affections, and not to a fin commit- 
ted by another perſon thouſands of years be- 
fore they were made. About the meaning of 
this text, then, Jeſus of Nazareth, and the 
6 * Weſtminſter Divines, entertained different o- 
* pinions : and which of them you will believe, 
judge ye. This is but one of the many texts 
© referred to in this Confeſſion, which have 
no fort of relation to what they are quoted 
* for. Would people, that don't defire .to be 
. deceived, examine it fairly, they would ſee, 
* that the authors of it were indeed fallible; an 
* entire perſuaſion of which would be of no 
© {mall advantage to many Chriſttans: but this 
would require a temper truly teachable, and 
* ſome degree of application. Suppoſing then, 
* a thing not impoſſible in itſelf, that an upright 
© Chriſtian, deſirous to know the will of God, 
and to do it, ſhould, after due inquiry, deny 
* his aſſent to ſome opinions in this Confeſſion, 
* or ſee that the ſcriptures of truth are injuri- 
* ouſly treated, in being drawn in to prove very 
* abſurd tenets, by what rule of Chriſtianity ſhall 
© he be excluded from the enjoyment of Chriſ- 
tian privileges? The church of Rome pro- 
* feſledly takes the Bible from the people: and 


Js 
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a to what purpoſe does the church of Scotland ® 
leave it in their hands, if they muſt neither 
« ſtudy it without fetters upon their minds, nor 
c underſtand. it in a ſenſe different from the 
© clergy, under the high penalty of being ſhut 
© out from Chriſtian communion, and deliver- 
© ed over to Satan? In this matter, there ſeems 
to be juſt as much difference between the con- 
duct of the ſpiritual fathers in theſe two 
churches, as there would be found between 
two natural parents, the one of whom would 
© keep wholeſome nouriſhing food from his 
children entirely, while the other would put it 


© into their hands, but correct them ſeverely for 
making uſe of it. 


<MANY in almoſt every Chriſtian ſociety are 
© ſo conſtantly employed in providing daily bread 
© for their families, that they have little enough 
time left to ſpend upon a more uſeful book, 
that is, the Bible; where they may find true 
© religion quite free from thoſe corrupt gloſſes 
and falſe interpretations, that poiſon the mind, 
and blind the underſtanding to ſuch a degree, 
that it cannot diſcern the plaineſt truths. Here 
git will be objected, that, upon theſe principles, 
© we may receive Papiſts into our communion; 
for they will readily acknowledge that they 
believe the Bible. But this objection is found- 


* The Author might have added the church of England; 


for, I am ſorry to ay it, the Thirty nine Articles are not much 
better than the Weſtminſter Confeſſion. 
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«ed So very confuſed apprehenſions of the 


maiter of fact; for, though every Papiſt of 


common ſenſe will indeed own, that he be- 
« lieves the Bible, yet no Papiſt, who knows his 
«principles, and acts up to them, will at all 
grant, that he believes the Bible alone to be 


s the rule of his faith or religious obedience. 


< No, all real Papiſts of every denomination 
< take only a part of their religion from the 
Bible; and, along with this, join the doctrines 
< and deciſions of their reſpective ſynods and aſ- 
< ſemblies. Whenever any man renounces theſe; 
and adheres to the Bible alone, from that mo- 


< ment he renounces Popery: and why ſhould he 


© not be reccived with open arms? Shall it be 


© ſaid, that people take the Bible in different 


« ſenſes? What does this prove, but that they 
« ſhould enjoy their ſeveral opinions in peace? 


Are the members of any church agreed about 


«© the meaning of their favourite ſyſtem of ar- 
© ticles? far from it; uniformity of ſentiment is 

quite unattainable; the utmoſt we ſhould aim 
© at is unity of affection.— That unity among 
the diſciples of Jeſus is both practicable, and 
extremely deſirable, is evident from the ſolemn 
< pathetic prayer of Chriſt to this purpoſe, in the 
© xvii. chap. of John. But do not human ſchemes 
of faith, ſet up as rules, ſtandards, or teſts, in 
the nature of the thing, keep the different par- 
< ties of Chriſtians at an irreconcileable diſtance | 
from each other? Mithout theſe engines of 
« diſcord, as there is but one Shepherd, ſo there 
might be but one ſheepfold. Notwithſtanding 
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„ our different opinions in 1 cine wwe 
might all join in the moſt ſolemn offices of re- 
© ligion, under the common name of Chriſtians, 
| © having one God and Father of all; one Lord 

* Jeſus Chriſt; one faith in him; one baptiſm, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt; with one hope or end of 
our calling, even the falvation of our ſouls: the « 
* only liſt of fundamentals which the Apoſtle 
© Paul has given us, when expreſsly ſpeaking 
upon this ſubject, whatever additions wiſer 


people have made ſince his time. See * 
iv. 1.6. 


THE END, 
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